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How far we have come in implementing the 
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan



Helsinki Commission - HELCOM

Å Governing body of the 
Convention on the Protection of 
the Marine Environment of the 
Baltic Sea 

Å Major body of the international 
environmental co-operation in 
the Baltic region since 1974

Å Main task: to protect the 
marine environment of the 
Baltic Sea from all sources of 
pollution

Å 10 Contracting Parties (9 Baltic 
Sea Coastal States and the 

European Community)



Maritime traffic

Å 2000 ships at any given 
moment:

~ 50% cargo ships

~ 17% tankers

~ 11% passenger ships

Å Increase in maritime 
transportation over the years

Å The strongest growth in 
shipment of oil - from the Gulf 
of Finland

Å > 100 shipping accidents 
annually

Å 10% of accidents in 2009 
resulted in pollution


